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Similar provision is to be found in section 104 of the
Canadian Constitution.
(c) Salaries and Pensions of Government Servants. In relation
to existing incumbents of the higher services, civil and
military, whose terms of service are guaranteed by the
Secretary of State, and officers to be recruited in future by
the Secretary of State for reserved departments, charges
on account of their salaries and pensions (at present non-
votable) may be placed on the Consolidated Fund. Sir
Tej Bahadur Sapru made this point quite clear:
'As regards pensions, which are in being, or which are
maturing, or the salaries or emoluments of the Services, take
it from me there is absolutely no desire to rob any one of a
single penny. You have protected those pensions under the
present Government of India Act, and frankly I do want the
pensions and the salaries and the otherallowances of theservices
to be protected.'
That there exists uneasiness among the members of the
higher services about the safety of their pensions and con-
siderable misgiving as to what the future holds in store for
them cannot be gainsaid. The same question arose,
though in a milder form, when the Montagu-Chelmsford
reforms were on the anvil. Recent wild talk of repudiating
India's external obligations has given this feeling greater
intensity, though, as has been emphasized above, no sane
person has made such a suggestion. Indian opinion is in
agreement with Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru that pensions and
salaries should be protected. But it is impossible to meet
the apprehensions of some pessimistic members of the
services who foresee a time when cut adrift from effective
British control, India's finances may deteriorate to such
an extent that with the best will in the world she may not
be able to meet the liability for pensions and other external
obligations. The implication of such a foreboding cannot

